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NPS Leadership Share Life Primers with
Summer STEM Interns
By Javier Chagoya
NPS Dean of Research Dr. Jeff Paduan, seated right, shares his views on the value of
graduate-level research to an audience of 92 summer interns, who met with NPS senior
leadership in the Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering Auditorium, June 30. The
interns are now working alongside a diverse cadre of NPS faculty through the
university's impressive science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM)
outreach program.
"The model for graduate education that has been developed in the United States is one
in which students are integrated into the ongoing research of their faculty mentors. The
research program complements classroom teaching," said Paduan.
Vice Provost for Academic Affairs Dr. Doug Moses was also in attendance, describing
his academic career and personal journey to his current position at NPS as "random."
"The first thing is don't worry if you don't have a plan," Moses said. "This will work itself
out as you follow my second suggestion … And that is, whatever endeavor you choose
in the road of life, you must do the very best job that you are able to do. This opens up
doors unimagined as you go up in life," said Moses.
NPS President retired Vice Adm. Ronald A. Route and Chief of Staff Capt. Anthony
Parisi both imparted enlightening advice on their careers and choices, and the
importance of continuing education beyond the papered degree.
Intern Rhys Leahy of American University in Washington, D.C., is a student in the
international relations curriculum. She says that regardless of her current pursuits, she's
discovered further career possibilities in the month as an intern at NPS.
"Coming into a STEM internship as an international relations student has given me a
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wide angle lens on how science and engineering can be applied to most issues," said
Leahy. "At NPS, I'm working on a project on cyberwarfare and U.S.-Russia relations, so
my background has helped me analyze the conflict, and the faculty, students and
resources at NPS helped me develop a nuanced understanding of cybersecurity."
Leahy intends on including more math and physics in her schedule upon her return to
American University. Her goal is to work in a federal agency and to fuse her passion for
science with her regional knowledge of Eastern Europe, with an eye towards eventual
diplomatic work.
"I'm particularly interested in how people interact with technology, and, after [observing]
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Summer Quarter Welcomes Largest
Incoming Class of the Year
By MC1 Lewis Hunsaker
First quarter NPS students U.S. Marine Corps Capts. Valerie Munoz, left, and Danny
Sanchez, right, transition between classes during the first day of instruction, July 5. The
Summer quarter represents the university's largest incoming class of nearly 450 new
students, with Munoz and Sanchez part of a record 123 new Marine Corps students on
campus.
Munoz and Sanchez are both coming from Camp Pendleton in Oceanside, California,
and have elected to be geographical bachelors during their time at NPS with their
respective families remaining down south. In fact, it was this difficult decision that has
already given Sanchez an idea of what he would like to examine for his thesis in the
manpower systems analysis curriculum.
"I believe that we should be able to map out our careers for five years," he said. "Five to
ten year plans should be allowed in the Marine Corps … This will help with family life,
purchasing a house, school for kids, and ultimately with retention in the Marine Corps."
"I have to agree with many of Sanchez' points as a dual military family myself," added
Munoz, a student in the acquisitions and contract management program.
The Summer quarter traditionally represents the largest incoming class of the year. Of
the nearly 450 new students on campus, 160 are U.S. Navy officers, 123 are Marines,
76 are U.S. Army officers, and 29 are Airmen. In addition, 45 officers from international
partners around the world, along with 10 DOD civilians, began their studies at NPS this
quarter.
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NSAM Welcomes New Students With
MWR Leisure Fair
By MC2 Michael Ehrlich
Community Recreation Supervisor Nichole Wright hosts a prize booth during the Naval
Support Activity Monterey (NSAM) Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) leisure fair
outside the Dudley Knox Library, July 5. The fair introduces students to a variety of
community programs, student-run clubs, and the MWR services and activities that are
available to them.
"Today is our fifth annual leisure fair, and we are hosting this event to give back to our
military and their families," said Wright. "We also invited the public in to advertise and
promote what they have going … We have groups from the MWR run golf course, the
fitness center, USAA, Navy Federal, and many more groups who like to give back
throughout the year.
"Our job is to produce fun," she added. "It's building morale for all our active duty
members on this installation."
For more information about NSAM MWR, check out their website
at http://navylifesw.com/monterey/ or visit the MWR offices located in Herrmann Hall.
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Bowman Scholars Make the Rapid
Transition to Graduate Studies
By Javier Chagoya
NPS students Ensigns Ellen Bradford, left, and Rebecca Greenberg, right, listen to
Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering Distinguished Professor Xiaoping
Yun during his lecture in their optimal control systems course in Spanagel Hall, July 7.
Bradford and Greenberg are members of the latest class of U.S. Naval Academy
(USNA) Admiral Frank Bowman Scholars program recipients. Twenty ensigns were
selected from their 2016 USNA graduating class, and upon commissioning, continue
on to NPS as master's candidates.
Each of the Bowman Scholars has a compelling story along their path to NPS.
Bradford, a native of Knoxville, Tennessee, just returned from the U.S. Olympic
swimming trials. During her time at the Academy, Bradford was a highly-decorated
swimmer winning multiple Patriot League titles, and was awarded Scholar Athlete of the
Year three times.
"It's such an honor to receive all the awards, but I didn't know those awards existed
until I was told that I got them," Bradford said during an interview with her hometown
newspaper. "Mostly I had just been working hard for four years just doing the best I
could because that's what I was raised to do."
Ensign Jim Catina, a native of Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania, has also caught the attention
of Navy leadership. While at USNA, he led a research team studying the use of additive
manufacturing for rocket propulsion applications. The research was recognized by
Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus in the 2015 SECNAV Innovation Awards, selected
from more than 300 research projects across the Department of the Navy. 
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NPS Legal Details the Basics of
Protecting Intellectual Property
By MC3 Brian H. Abel
Lisa Norris, intellectual property and patent attorney at NPS, right, explains the patent
process during a brown bag presentation in Halligan Hall, July 6. The recurring
presentation provides NPS researchers and students with an overview of patent filing
procedures, as well as information on how the process may be readily accessed.
"This is the basics of patents," said Norris. "We're discussing what is patentable subject
matter, how we start the patent process at NPS for government-developed inventions,
and what occurs during patent processing at the USPTO [U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office], and finally we talk about why it's important to patent for the Navy."
Norris says there is great value in ensuring government-developed inventions are
protected from others developing similar innovations. It also ensures the Navy protects
its investment in people and technology, so the "Navy doesn't have to pay again for
what the Navy has invented," said Norris.
But there are many benefits to the creators as well, Norris says. "If you're a student
here and are part of the invention, or come up with the idea for the invention, you will be
a patented inventor. And if the invention is commercialized, you will then have a share in
the royalties."
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Retired Air Force Three-Star Discusses
the Security Risk of Climate Change
By MC2 Victoria Ochoa
U.S. Air Force retired Lt. Gen. Ken Eickmann addresses the national security
implications of climate change during the latest Defense Energy Seminar, July 8.
Eickmann discussed the military's need for conservation and energy innovation in the
U.S., and addressed how climate change continues to challenge key elements of
domestic and global security.
"I think that with my more than 30 years in the military, and my concentration on energy
security and environmental issues, I firmly believe that the biggest concerns of our time
are centered around population and climate change," said Eickmann.
"If the sea goes up three feet to one meter, New Orleans and the entire base of the
Mississippi Delta will be underwater," said Eickmann. "These are big issues that we
need to address because they are no longer future threats; these threats are here and
now today."
Eickmann also discussed improvements the military establishment is implementing on
bases worldwide, alternative energy adoption, lower energy consumption goals and the
installation of electrical micro-grids that are independent from the surrounding area.
"Failure to address known vulnerabilities, and unwillingness to improve the grid
aggressively holds the nation's security at risk," said Eickmann. "The nation currently
has a $10 billion deficit maintaining the current energy grid, and this is only to maintain
it, not to make it better … With a susceptible power grid exposed to the environment,
and daily military operations depending on electricity, we must come up with a solution
to improve upon it."
Eickmann is a 31-year veteran of the U.S. Air Force and a member of the CNA Military
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Advisory Board, a group of retired three- and four-star flag and general officers from the
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CRUSER Hosts TechCon 2016
By MC2 Michael Ehrlich
Dr. Ray Buettner, Director of the Consortium for Robotics and Unmanned Systems
Education and Research (CRUSER), welcomes students, faculty and staff to TechCon
2016 in the Ingersoll Hall plaza, July 12. CRUSER's annual open forum looks to
broaden the awareness of robotics and unmanned systems student/faculty research at
NPS both on campus and beyond.
One of the first presenters on day one of this year's TechCon, Department of
Information Sciences Associate Professor Dr. Don Brutzman, focused his presentation
on the ethical use of robotic systems in the maritime environment.
"We are looking at maritime unmanned systems ethics, and we are finding that the path
to the ethical use of robots in the ocean has to follow people," he explained.
Brutzman says unmanned systems should be thought of as extensions of the
operators, and that the systems are better understood if they are "trained" as opposed
to "programmed," since they only carry out missions and perform functions designed
by people.
"We have to figure out a way to task our unmanned systems to operate independently,
but under enough control so that the fleet knows the system will only do what it is told
and not anything else," said Brutzman. "The path seems murky to many people, but
having worked with many students, we see that it has become very clear.
"Unmanned systems, if they are to be ethically tasked, have to be team players. They
have to be qualified like everyone else is on the boat. If they can't follow orders or stop
at the limits of their orders, they have no right being out there."
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Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy
for Budget Updates FM Students
By MC1 Lewis Hunsaker
Rear Adm. William K. Lescher, Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Budget,
addresses financial management students during an Admiral's Call in Ingersoll Hall, July
12. Lescher took advantage of the opportunity to address students while on campus
for the financial management curriculum review.
"The conversation that you will routinely find yourself having, or contributing to, as you
learn very technical aspects of accounting and the broader aspects of strategic
research management, is the formula for balancing the budget … strategy plus risk
equals resources," said Lescher. "You understand strategies, and you understand
resources, such as the Budget Control Act. How do you balance those two elements
with the fundamental element of risk?"
During the discussion, Lescher answered student questions on payback tours,
establishing a new financial management (FM) officer community, and the auditable
effects of budget cuts.
"The fact that you get to go back and forth between the operational and FM
perspective tours is extremely important," said Lescher. "Financial management is all
about facilitating well-informed choices."
Lescher has served as the Department of Navy budget officer since December 2013,
and is an NPS alumnus, graduating from the university's aeronautical engineering
program in 1987.
Archives
2016  2015  2014  2013  
Today@NPS showcases some of the
speakers, conferences, experiments,
lectures, and other events that take place at
the Naval Postgraduate School on a daily
basis. If you would like more information
about any of the highlighted activities please
contact the public affairs office at
pao@nps.edu.
July 2016
January | February | March | April | May | June
| July | August | September | October |
November | December
July 15, 2016
NSAM Unearths Archaeological Bounty Near
Lake Del Monte
July 14, 2016
MOVES Institute Tests Anti-Ship Missile
Defense Simulator
July 13, 2016
Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for
Budget Updates FM Students
July 12, 2016
CRUSER Hosts TechCon 2016
July 11, 2016
Retired Air Force Three-Star Discusses the
Security Risk of Climate Change
July 8, 2016
NPS Legal Details the Basics of Protecting
Intellectual Property
July 7, 2016
Bowman Scholars Make the Rapid Transition
to Graduate Studies
July 6, 2016
NSAM Welcomes New Students With MWR
Leisure Fair
July 5, 2016
Summer Quarter Welcomes Largest
Incoming Class of the Year
July 1, 2016
NPS Leadership Share Life Primers with
Like 0
8/4/16, 10:50 AMDeputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Budget Updates FM Students - Today at NPS July 2016 - Naval Postgraduate School
Page 2 of 2https://my.nps.edu/-/deputy-assistant-secretary-of-the-navy-for-budget-updates-fm-students




8/4/16, 10:50 AMMOVES Institute Tests Anti-Ship Missile Defense Simulator - Today at NPS July 2016 - Naval Postgraduate School
Page 1 of 2https://my.nps.edu/-/moves-institute-tests-anti-ship-missile-defense-simulator
  
 Naval Postgraduate School
Mission Statement TodayatNPS 
Today@NPS
U.S. Navy photo by MC2 Michael Ehrlich
MOVES Institute Tests Anti-Ship Missile
Defense Simulator
By MC2 Michael Ehrlich
NPS Program Officer Lt. Cmdr. Eric McMullen tests Strike Group Commander (SGC)
Anti-ship Missile Defense Simulator in Watkins Hall, July 12. SGC is the first application
of a platform in development by the Office of Naval Research designed to facilitate
multiplayer research, training and planning in varied warfare scenarios.
"This is a government-run program that uses virtual technologies taken from the
cutting-age gaming industry to build a virtual demonstration and experimentation
laboratory," said Phelps. "Strike Group Defender is a platform designed to facilitate
multiplayer and single player use of warfare content."
Phelps supports MIT's Lincoln Laboratory, and is the technical lead on the Office of
Naval Research program.
"We built an architecture where warfare content could be build and dragged in … this is
the first 'app' so to speak, which is anti-ship missile defense," said Phelps. "There are a
lot of functional simulators that train you on a specific system. This is not what we are
doing, we are working on the cognitive side of using these tools, along with advanced
artificial intelligence and machine learning technology."
National Security Affairs student Janigian offered to assist the team in testing their
innovative program.
"I remember seeing an e-mail that went out and I always imagine that there is some
poor grad student out there on the other end whose thesis project depends on
volunteers," said Janigian.
"But it appeared to be a very helpful tool for something we don't have a lot of training
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for in the Navy," he added. "I thought this would be a worthwhile thing I could help out
with, and by the time the Navy gets the real product, it will be that much better for
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NSAM Unearths Archaeological Bounty
Near Lake Del Monte
By Melinda Larson, NSAM Public Affairs
Field Technician Joy Vyhmeister uncovers a remnant of Monterey’s ancient past near
Lake Del Monte, June 30. Hundreds of years ago, Native Americans groups left objects
like this around the shores of what is now called Lake Del Monte at Naval Support
Activity Monterey.
Bones and shells found at the site lead researchers to believe the early settlers or
nomads feasted on deer and abalone near the site. Members of the group also created
beads using olivella shells that were present in abundance.
“We’re evaluating the archaeological site to learn more about them from this midden
deposit, or trash pile,” said Dean Duryea, a field technician for Statistical Research, Inc.
Using hand augers to carefully survey the area in three dimensions, Duryea and three
other technicians excavated about a cubic meter in two areas near the lake.  The sand
and debris were placed into buckets and then sifted.
“This is a bead made from an olivella shell,” said Vyhmeister, as she carefully sifted
through the sand looking for artifacts. “We’ll be able to carbon date this bead to
discover how old it is.”
About 10 inches down the technicians found intact abalone shells and deer bones. As
they dug to a depth of about one-meter, they were surprised to find smaller shells.
“Stratigraphically, the fact that the debris from smaller food is further down is surprising
and is opposite of what you normally find in a midden [heap],” said Vyhmeister. 
“Normally they would’ve first hunted and gathered the larger abalone and deer. Once
that food supply was depleted then they would’ve turned to the smaller species.”
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With the excavation complete, the technicians estimate about two-thirds of their time
on this project will be spent in a laboratory where they will sort, count and weigh the
collection and prepare a report on their findings. At the end of this project, the area will
be returned to its original state.
“This is not a museum or educational site, this is our home. It is important that we
document and protect archeological resources while minimizing negative impacts to
Navy operations,” said Vicki Taber, Installation Environmental Program Director. “The
information gathered on this site is critical to installation planning and to furthering the
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NPS "Charts the Course" to Enhance
Situational Awareness
By MC3 Brian H. Abel
NPS students participate in a "Chart the Course" training session in Glasgow Hall, July
12. The training session was designed to enhance the abilities of some 750 Sailors at
NPS to de-escalate situations before they get out of control.
"Today's training is a follow up to bystander intervention training," said NPS Training
Officer Lt. Kristen Connor. "It combines a bunch of different training courses like alcohol
abuse and smoking cessation along with bystander intervention training."
Attendees were split up into groups based on rank and offered specific
recommendations commensurate with the responsibility levels of their groups.
"If you're an E-5, you're not going to handle something the same way as an O-6," said
Connor.
Connor hopes that upon completion of the mandatory training, attendees will have a
better understanding of how to handle a variety of situations and will know where to
turn for resources.
"The training is stuff you should know already," said Connor. "It's reinforcing your
knowledge by giving you scenarios on how certain situations can play out."
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Pakistan Oﬃcial Defines Challenges in
Fighting Extremism
By Javier Chagoya
Students of NPS' National Security Affairs, South Asia curriculum and others listen to
Pakistan Defence and Army Attaché Brig. Chaudhary Sarfraz Ali of the embassy of
Pakistan, describe Pakistan Army's campaign against militancy and extremism and its
challenges of battling homegrown terrorism as well as securing its porous border with
Afghanistan.
"Our story is tragic. The perception and realities are so different and this great deviation
is so little understood," said Chaudhary of the sluggish response to the Pakistan Army's
efforts to control extremism in Pakistan and how reports that reach the news have
created an aberration of facts.
NSA Research Associate Evan Vander Schaaf, who works in the department's
Vietnamese Foreign Area Officer Track, enjoyed Chaudhary's presentation and found it
to be quite eye opening.
"Before the brigadier's presentation, the bulk of my knowledge of Pakistan's fight
against terrorism was informed by western news media, which will, invariably, have its
own bias. Thus, the ability to hear another perspective, and realize just how effective
Pakistan has been in battling terrorism in its border regions, was very enlightening," said
Vander Schaff.
Using projected slides, Chaudhary pointed to regional strategic maps, statistical data
and image after image of deadly terrorist attacks made to disrupt and supplant
Pakistan's economic goals. A Pakistan girl's school was recently destroyed by a bomb
blast. The girls, who are now consigned to sitting among classroom rubble, take their
lessons in the open despite the danger.
"I guess our slow response [to the problem of terrorist attacks in Pakistan] is mainly
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responsible for it [poor infrastructure and systemic economic problems] and there are
some groups who have done well in making this happen," said Chaudhary of extremists
and radicalized Islamists who beckon to narrow misinterpretations of Islam with its call
for 7th Century values for all societies.
NPS has the largest concentration of Pakistani military officers outside of Pakistan, so it
was valuable for the Defence Attaché to learn more about their education and
experience at NPS, according to NSA Faculty Associate for Research Diana Wueger.
Chaudhary is in command of Pakistan's most illustrious and well-known infantry
brigade, the 111th and is among Pakistan Army's highest decorated soldiers.
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State of the Service Briefs Update
Campus Leadership
By MC1 Lewis Hunsaker
NPS Senior Marine Corps Representative Col. Mitchell McCarthy delivers the Marine
Corps service update during the NPS Dean's and Chair's meeting in Herrmann Hall,
July 18.
"What do we tell the Marines that come to NPS? We tell them we are mission first,
Marines always," said McCarthy. "Our requirements at NPS are very simple. We want
Marines to understand that this is an education environment not a training environment
and that the junior officers may actually be smarter than the senior officers, its hard to
believe but it actually happens."
McCarthy also provided a progress report for, administrative support, curriculum, cohort
leaders, enlisted programs and payback tours.
"One of the things we do here is set up a staff structure," said McCarthy. "The reason
we do this is because when Marines are having concerns with curriculum or even
personal issues, this structure helps us find out sooner and keeps a constant
discussion with our Marines."
Cmdr. James Walsh, director of programs, talked about some of the U.S. Navy
challenges during his state of the U.S. Navy service to the group.
"Everyone is always interested about NPS billet competition," said Walsh. "Why don't
we always get all of our spots filled? The reason is because there are only 1,200
Individual Accounts set aside for education."
Of the 1,200 spots, NPS gets around 400. The list of new programs such as the Tours
with Industry Program and others are competing for these spots added Walsh.
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At NPS Marine students make up 15 percent of the student body while the Navy
students comprise 44 percent.
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NSA Department Welcomes Three New
Professors
By MC2 Michael Ehrlich
NPS recently welcomed three new professors to the National Security Affairs (NSA)
department. Dr. Christopher Darnton, left, Dr. Emily Meierding, middle, and Dr. Afshon
Ostovar are each poised to teach within their specific fields in the NSA department.
Meierding earned her Ph.D. in political science from the University of Chicago, and
during her final year was a pre-doctoral fellow at the Center for International Security
and Cooperation at Stanford University. After that, she was an Assistant Professor at
the Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies in Geneva, Switzerland.
"I like the idea of being at an institution that combines academic and government work,
so I can contribute to both worlds," said Meierding. "I'm delighted to have the
opportunity to teach students who will have a direct impact on U.S. foreign policy. In
addition, the NSA department is an exceptional community of security scholars and by
participating in programs like the Energy Academic Group; I can work with researchers
working on my topic, across different scholarly fields."
Ostovar has traveled to and studied the Middle East for nearly twenty years. With a
focus on armed political groups in the region, he has worked to support the
Department of Defense and federal government on issues related to Middle East
security.
"I believe that the combination of both my personal research and professional
background has given me a solid and unique foundation on which to build at NPS,"
said Ostovar. "NPS is one of the only places, and the best place, where one can pursue
a serious academic research program while also supporting the development of future
military leadership."
Darnton has already started teaching an intro course to international relations, and this
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fall will teach courses in Brazilian foreign policy and U.S. National Security Decision
Making. Having earned his Ph.D. in the politics department at Princeton and has taught
at several other institutions. Darnton feels that there are significant differences between
NPS and his previous teaching positions.
"It's different because on one hand its graduate teaching, but from what I have taught
before the classes were large … striking a balance of how to get the most productive
discussion and what background you need to provide for lecture as a faculty member
has been a pleasure here," said Darnton. "My students seem quite motivated, they
know what they are looking to do … as a result they are coming to learn, which is very
exciting as a faculty member.
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NPS Welcomes New Senior Marine Corps
Representative
By MC3 Brian H. Abel
U.S. Marine Corps Col. Todd Lyons speaks to NPS Marine students during an all-hands
call in King Auditorium, July 19. Lyons recently took over as the senior Marine Corps
representative held by U.S. Marine Corps Col. Mitchell McCarthy.
“As a senior representative for an education command, I represent the Marine Corps
and the commandant of the Marine Corps here at Naval Postgraduate School,” said
Lyons. “My other role while at NPS will be as the associate dean of research, which
tries to blend the value of this institution into broader Marine Corps interests.”
Lyons wants to ensure all of his 254 Marines are present, not just in the classroom but
also to spend time at home with family. Attending NPS isn’t just about a degree, but it’s
about taking in everything that is available here for you and your loved ones.
“It’s the journey before the destination,” said Lyons. “It’s not about just enjoying the
journey, but sucking the marrow out of this experience. As a former student I can tell
you that this will be the experience that you will refer back to constantly.”
Doing the impossible is something Lyons wants Marines to strive for, even if it means
failing, because fighting through adversity will make everyone stronger.
“There’s only one standard for the Marine Corps and that’s excellence. We’re going to
either achieve it or die in the attempt,” added Lyons.
Prior to joining the staff at NPS, Lyons was the chief of operations for the Defense
Attaché Service from July 2014 to July 2016. Lyons was also a student at NPS in 1999
where he earned a Master of Arts with honors in National Security Affairs with a Middle
East Specialty. 
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Top FEMA Administrators Visit CHDS
By Javier Chagoya
National Preparedness Directorate Assistant Administrator Kathleen McDonald Fox with
the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) stands outside a Center for
Homeland Defense Security (CHDS) classroom in Watkins Hall, July 20. Fox, along with
FEMA Deputy Administrator Timothy Manning, are checking the pulse of the CHDS
program during a campus visit.
"[This] preeminent academic program reaches leaders and first responders from every
region and community in the country," said Fox. "The critical thinking skills you get out
of the CHDS master's program are significant."
Manning also sat down with CHDS students to discuss the current homeland security
landscape and how their work at NPS will make them better homeland security
professionals.
"It's extremely important to me in my role and capacity to engage with the students and
tell them why they are here. I impress upon them that we are creating the future of the
homeland security profession," said Manning.
The CHDS Master's Program has been educating security professionals since 2003.
Students spend two weeks per quarter at the NPS campus while completing the 18-
month-long distance learning program.
CHDS partners with FEMA's National Preparedness Directorate to develop the
strategies, policies and organizational elements needed to respond to future emergency
preparedness needs.
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A Perspective on Monterey's Military
History
By NPS Chief of Staff Capt. Tony Parisi
Normally I don't volunteer for things as my job and family keep me plenty busy. But
months earlier when asked if I would take part in a reenactment of Commodore Sloat's
1846 landing in Monterey, California, I agreed. The original event happened on July 7,
1846 in what was then Monterey, provincial capital of Alta California, Mexico.
Commodore John Drake Sloat, commander of the U.S. Navy's Pacific Squadron
launched an amphibious assault on the town of Monterey from his flagship, the USS
SAVANNAH. Some 250 U.S. Marines came ashore in long boats under the command
of Captain William Mervine, Captain of the sloop of war CYANE.
Now legend has it that Captain Mervine had never seen real battle and was hoping for a
one-way fight so that he could capture the enemy Mexican commander's sword and
earn some glory for himself. Much to his chagrin, the Marines' text book amphibious
landing was unopposed. Curious Californios (local inhabitants of Alta California at the
time) came down to the shore to see what was going on. History tells us that there
were only about 500 inhabitants living in Monterey in 1846, and that the Mexican army
was nowhere near the Monterey Peninsula. Back then Monterey was a sleepy outpost
on the Pacific for the government of Mexico far to the south.
Nevertheless, Captain Mervine marched his forces to the customs house and ordered
the Mexican flag lowered and the Stars and Stripes raised. A proclamation was then
read claiming all of California for the United States of America henceforth. Monterey's
citizens were given U.S citizenship if they wanted it, and told that they could keep their
elected officials, property, and titles; cheers went up all around.
Sloat's landing at Monterey and the subsequent annexing of California to the United
States fit neatly with the widely held American belief in what was then called Manifest
Destiny. Manifest Destiny was the idea that the United States and its settlers were
destined to expand across North America, from the Atlantic to the Pacific. Many
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Americans at the time thought that this was sanctioned by God, and thus, Manifest
Destiny was widely accepted as a sacred endeavor for the United States.
Today I think some people currently living in California have been conditioned to believe
that the U.S. Navy's conquest of Monterey and Alta California was nothing but naked
colonialism; a land grab, or something worse. History, however, has to be viewed in the
proper context. One interesting thing I learned doing this reenactment was that a British
flotilla had also sailed into Monterey a week after Commodore Sloat had proclaimed
California part of the United States. Upon seeing the Stars and Stripes flying over the
customs house, the British Commodore allegedly uttered some unprintable expletives
and then angrily sailed away. As luck would have it, if Commodore Sloat had not taken
California the British surely would have, and today the Golden State would likely be
either part of Canada, a province of the former British Empire, or something else.
I am really glad that I had the chance to participate in this reenactment. I like to think,
that like Captain Mervine and Commodore Sloat, I too would have been gracious and
kind to the local inhabitants, granting them immediate U.S. citizenship and the same
rights and privileges that we all enjoy today.
Our Navy's sea going leaders had much more autonomy 174 years ago, however they
also understood that they would be held accountable for their actions. That same spirit
of independence and high standard of accountability is still part of the U.S. Navy's
culture today. Although play acting in an old uniform and borrowed hat, I believe that
my sense of duty and pride of service were just as genuine as those who landed in
Monterey so many years ago. The U.S. Navy is still a powerful, virtuous and noble
institution – truly a global force for good. My participation in this reenactment
rejuvenated my dedication to the Navy and the Nation, and made me feel proud about
the 28 ½ years I have served on active duty.
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NPS Provides Early Warning to New
Orleans
By MC3 Brian H. Abel
Dr. Cameron MacKenzie, then an assistant professor in NPS' Defense Resources
Management Institute (DRMI), provides a brief on the NPS-developed MATLAB
Hurricane Decision Simulator at Marine Corps Support Facility New Orleans in June
2015. Created by developers in the university's Center for Educational Design,
Development and Distribution (CED3), the simulator was designed to assist key
government officials with decision making prior to a hurricane making landfall in the Gulf
Coast region.
"The simulator helps users gain experience with the key hurricane preparation decisions
that must be made in the five days to 24 hours before the hurricane impacts affect New
Orleans," said DRMI Associate Professor Dr. Eva Regnier. "These decisions are high
stakes, and must be made under conditions of dynamic uncertainty."
Robert McGuiness, Director, Information and Knowledge Management, Marine Forces
Reserve in New Orleans, explained that the current version of the simulator is designed
to specifically assist the leaders and staff at Marine Forces Reserve in getting
knowledge and experience in the types and timing of decisions required during pre-
storm situations.
"It is a training tool not intended for use during a hurricane," said McGuiness. "If the
leaders of the force know what to do in a timely manner, they can make the best
decisions given the challenging circumstances when a named storm enters the gulf."
The simulator has been well received with leadership, with plans to further develop
similar products for other regions.
"The simulator, and future projects, can educate our leaders in a more effective way
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both in terms of the time they need to spend on the tool and in the effectiveness of the
tool," said McGuiness. "Our intention is to add modules to the tool to support our units
located in other hurricane prone areas such as Galveston, Mobile and Miami."
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U.S. Navy photo by MC2 Victoria Ochoa
Naval War College Monterey Graduates
Honored for Academic Achievement
By MC2 Victoria Ochoa
Naval War College (NWC) Monterey students earning academic honors during the third
quarter of the 2016 Academic Year are pictured following a brief ceremony in their
honor near the NWC Monterey Program offices in Halligan Hall, July 26.
The graduates who earned "with Highest Distinction" honors by completing the
program in the top five percent of their class include Army Majs. Timothy Ball, Clinton
Gutierrez and James Self; Navy Lt. Cmdr. Kevin Gamble; and, Navy Lt. Breanna Strand.
Graduates earning "with Distinction" honors by completing the program in the top 15
percent of their class include Army Majs. Christopher Ardohain, Zachary Hoover and
Christopher Thielenhaus; Marine Corps Majs. Buddy Ellis, Eric Rogers and Amy
Roznowski; Marine Corps Capt. James Connolly; Navy Lt. Cmdrs. Michael Bono,
James Hanlon and Neal Heaton; and Navy Lts. Michael Beall, Robert Coffman and
David Odom.
Pictured in the first row, left to right, are Ball, Ellis, Self and Thielenhaus; second row, left
to right, are Gutierrez, Heaton, Beall and Gamble.
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NPS STEM Interns Showcase Their
Research
By MC2 Victoria Ochoa
Thirty-five Science and Engineering Apprentice Program (SEAP) and Hartnell College
interns participated in an 8-10 week summer internship at NPS designed to immerse
high-achieving high school and college students into an experience that puts their book
learning into practice. Interns had the opportunity to present the results of their efforts
during the first STEM Research Showcase outside Glasgow Hall, July 28.
"The United States has recognized there will be an imminent decline of scientific and
engineering professionals," said NPS STEM Internship Coordinator Alison Kerr. "The
Department of the Navy understands this current reality, and has put together several
programs to help our current scientists and engineers pass down their knowledge to
inspired young students."
Interns come from a variety of backgrounds … Some are high-achieving high school
students, others are university and graduate students, and some students are the first
in their respective families to attend college, or to even be a U.S. citizen.
"Working hands-on with our world-class faculty and military students provides exposure
to real world, naval research," said Kerr. "NPS faculty and military students that work
with these young people understand the value of sharing knowledge with the next
generation's workforce … And [they also] see the benefit that these young students
bring to their work. Interns have been co-authors of peer-reviewed articles, contribute
to our military student theses, and have earned conference awards for the work they
did while at NPS."
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